The Sleaford Symposium on Religion and Philosophy

Challenging God

The challenges to belief in God in the 21st Century

This is the inaugural conference of the Sleaford Symposium of Religion and Philosophy.  It is hoped that this will be the first of many conferences on themes within the study of Religion and Philosophy to supplement the A level syllabus.  The aim of the conference is to provide A Level students studying either Philosophy or Religious Studies with the opportunity to learn from and interact with experts in their respective fields of study.  It could also be suitable for Gifted and Talented at GCSE.

Sessions

	AS
	A2

	Mr D. Harbertson

“Out of the Whirlwind”: The challenge of religious experience
	Dr D. Wilkinson

Freewill and Determinism: The challenge of Divine Providence

	Dr D. Wilkinson

The Big Bang and Steven Hawkins: The challenge of Cosmology
	Mr M. Secker

Wittgenstein & Logical Positivism: The challenge of religious language

	Dr D. Wilkinson

The Anthropic Principle: The challenge of our uniqueness in the universe
	Mr M. Ratcliff

“Each did what was right in his own eyes” The challenge of Biblical Ethics

	Mr M. Secker

“Opium of the Masses”: The challenge of Marxism
	Mr J. Ratcliff

“Know the truth”: The challenge of interpreting the Bible


Speakers

Rev Dr David Wilkinson

Dr David Wilkinson is the Wesley Research Lecturer in Science and Religion at Durham University.  He holds PhD’s in both Cosmology and Theology and his research interests include Religion and Science, Providence and Religion and Pop Culture.  Dr Wilkinson has also written numerous best selling books including ‘God, the Big Bang and Steven Hawkins’, as well as a BST Commentary on Genesis and ‘Creation’ in the BST Bible Themes series.  

Mr Miles Secker

Mr Secker is a teacher at Kings School Grantham and holds an MA in Philosophy, studying under A.J. Ayer.  He is a teacher of over thirty years experience and is an expert in the philosophy of Wittgenstein and Marx.

Mr David Harbertson

Mr Harbertson is the HOD at The Priory, LSST in Lincoln and a teacher of over thirty years experience.  He has also lectured at a number of Bible colleges and teaches within his local Church.  Mr Harbertson is an expert in Christian Theology and the Philosophy of Religion.

Mr Jesse Ratcliff

Mr Ratcliff is a teacher at Carres Grammar School and studied Biblical Studies at the University of Sheffield and Theology at the University of Nottingham.  He is a specialist in Biblical Studies, Biblical Interpretation and NT Theology.

Mr Malcolm Ratcliff

Mr Ratcliff runs his own consultancy in Town Planning and Business Management and hold degrees in Geology, Archaeology and Business Management.  He is also a teacher of the Bible of many years experience, being consulted on the course content for a Bible School in Lincoln and also London.  His interests include Christian Theology, Biblical Ethics and Biblical Interpretation.

